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TWO NEW CONTEMPORARY EXHIBITIONS: PAINTINGS BY JUDY RIEKA 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAN GROOVER 

Two contemporary art exhibitions opened recently at The Cleveland Museum 
of Art: paintings from the past five years by Judy Rifka, in Gallery 40; and recent 
photographs by Jan Groover, in Gallery D. The shows are part of a program of fast- 
changing, small shows which present representative works by important living 
artists. The Rifka exhibition closes May 18 and the Groover exhibition closes 
May 25. 

Coinciding with the recent installation of a major commission by Judy Rifka 
at the Standard Oil Company headquarters in downtox<m Cleveland, the Museum's 
exhibition of eight Rifkas presents an artist noted for her exuberance and sensual 
vitality. The paintings are representational — some in only minor ways — often 
containing human figures and architectural elements. The artist usually pushes 
beyond conventional limits of canvas contours and surface, by building up a thick 
paint surface, by overlapping separate canvas units or, as in her most recent 
works, by stretching the canvas over an undulating wood framework so that the 
piece gives an illusion of volume, like sculpture. A gallery of Judy Rifka 
paintings is a charged space which challenges the viewer to see, sense, feel, and 
react . 

In contrast, Jan Groover's photographs entice the viewer into a quiet world 
of formal elegance, presenting a carefully composed space, yet remaining ambiguous 
and mysterious. All but two images, which are abstract, anatomical compositions, 
are still lifes of kitchen and household objects. Miss Groover arranges homely 
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objects having strong geometric interest, such as knives, molds, cones, pans, 
and fruit, in isolated, overlapping, angled, or cropped compositions in which 
she uses light to define and transform both objects and space. Sometimes she 
directs the light so that it flattens space, in a Cubist manner; in other images 
she softens it to gain a broad tonal range and evocative mood. These beautifully 
printed images demonstrate well her considerable artistic vision, technical vir- 
tuosity, and originality. The seventeen photographs are a selection of palladium- 
platinum prints made from 1981 to 1983 and toned gelatin silver prints taken 
last year. 

Judy Rifka's paintings are shown courtesy of the Brooke Alexander Gallery, 

New York; the photographs by Jan Groover are shown courtesy of the Robert Miller 
Gallery, New York. Both exhibitions were organized by Tom Hinson, curator of 
contemporary art . 
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For further information or photographs, please contact the Public Information Office, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 


